
*Note: All approvals by the Light of Christ Board still need to be confirmed by the Bishop (the Board President).   
All approved contracts also need to be passed through Diocesan Legal Counsel and Catholic Mutual Group. 

Light of Christ Catholic Schools 
Board of Directors 

 
November 16th, 2023 

SMCHS – Forum Room 
1:15pm Board Meeting 

 
 

I. Call to Order – Opening Prayer 
Present:  Fr. Ehli, Fr. Hochhalter, Fr. Johnson, Fr. Kovash, Msgr. Schumacher, Mitch 
Armstrong, Lorne Duppong, Elizabeth Jones 
 
Absent:  Greg Vetter 
 
In attendance: Gerald Vetter, Daniel Neff, Tracy Friesen 

 
II. Approval of Agenda/Minutes - (emailed document)  

A motion was made to approve the agenda, as well as the minutes from the October 19, 
2023 board meeting. 
Moved: Lorne Duppong 
Second: Mitch Armstrong 
The agenda and minutes were approved unanimously. 

 
III. Management Reports 

a. VP of Academic Affairs 
i. Academic Update – (Update) 

1. Tracy Friesen provided an academic update, which included the 
2024-2025 school calendar, information on instructional 
observations, and a review of the October professional development 
day. 

IV. Living Mission 
a. President’s Office 

i. Re-Enrollment and Enrollment Report  
1. Enrollment – (Update) 

a. Gerald Vetter provided an update on student enrollment.  To 
date, there are a total of 1,475 students enrolled in Light of 
Christ Catholic Schools. 

b. Re-enrollment for current families and enrollment of their 
new students will begin on November 27, 2023.  Parish 
enrollment will begin on December 11, 2023.  Open 
enrollment will begin on January 8, 2024. 

ii. School Activities Report  
1. Elementary School Logos – (Update) 



a. The board reviewed samples of the unified marketing plan 
and logos for the three elementary schools. 

b. The board recommended to move forward with the updated 
logos and a motion was made to approve the marketing plan 
as presented by Light of Christ management. 

i. Motion:  Mitch Armstrong 
ii. Second:  Fr. Ehli 
iii. The motion carried unanimously. 

2. Volleyball 3-Class System – (Update) 
a. Gerald Vetter presented an update on the three-class system 

for volleyball, which will take effect the Fall of 2025.  SMCHS 
will opt up to the highest class.  WDA will consist of BHS, 
Century, Legacy, SMCHS, Mandan, Minot, Minot North, 
Dickinson, Jamestown, and Williston. 

3. Football Classification – (Update) 
a. Classification for football continues to remain in progress. 

4. Sports Update – (Update) 
a. Haili Wimer has been hired as the new strength and 

conditioning coordinator for high school sports.  She will 
begin January 3, 2024. 

b. Kim Ritter and Jessi Stavn have been hired as co-head 
coaches for the cheer team. 

5. 2024-25 School Calendar – (Approval) 
a. Bishop Kagan has confirmed the approval of the 2024-2025 

school calendar. 
iii. SANS and Legislature 

1. School Choice – (Update)  
a. Gerald Vetter reported that the State Association of Non-

Public Schools (SANS) and members of the state legislature 
are offering dates for face-to-face meeting for reorganization 
in November to set priorities for 2024, determine leadership, 
and establish a task force/interest group of politically 
motivated parents, grandparents, benefactors, and alumni to 
be key legislative support for an equitable and reasonable ND 
school choice program. 

V. Finance & Mission Advancement Offices: 
a. BOC Committee Report by Committee Chair – (Update) 

i. PMOU – (recommendation by BOC) 
1. Regarding the Permanent Memorandum of Understanding between 

Light of Christ Catholic Schools and the five sponsoring parishes, all 
board members are to submit their written review to Fr. Johnson by 
December 1, 2023.  All responses will be compiled and submitted to 
Bishop Kagan for his review by December 31, 2023. 

b. Financial and Operational Policy Revisions 
i. A motion was made to include statute 238 from the Second Synod of the 

Bismarck Diocese to the LOC billing policy.  Statute 238 reads: “All parishes 
and all the Catholic faithful of the Diocese of Bismarck share a responsibility 
in building, maintaining, and funding Catholic schools. A child shall not be 



deprived of Catholic education solely because the parents are unable to give 
financial support.” 

1. Motion:  Lorne Duppong 
2. Second:  Fr. Ehli 
3. The motion carried unanimously. 

c. Mission Advancement Report – (Update) 
i. Dan Neff reported that the Fall Raffle generated $365,000 in gross proceeds.  

Several positions in the Mission Advancement department remain open for 
applications. 

d. Financial Report - (emailed document)  
i. Dan Neff presented the financial report from the month of October. 

VI. Board Requests to Business Operations Committee (Standing agenda item if needed) 
a. The Business Operations Committee met on November 2nd at Corpus Christi.  The 

primary item of discussion was the initial draft of the Permanent Memorandum of 
Understanding. 

VII. Closing Prayer – Adjournment 
a. Next Meeting:  December 21st, 2023, @ 1:15pm  
b. Upon further discussion, it was decided to forgo the December 21, 2023 board 

meeting. 
c. The meeting adjourned at 3:10 pm 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Fr. Jared Johnson 
Secretary, Light of Christ Board of Directors 

 


